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Woburn Benefice Weekly  News   
Serving the parishes of Battlesden with Potsgrove, Eversholt, 
Milton Bryan, Woburn and our neighbouring communities   
 

Week commencing 17th March 2024  

News from Woburn PCC 
Volunteers needed! 

There are lots of things going on at Woburn Church at 

the moment and the PCC are going to need your help 

with some of them.    

We will be looking for a new Church Warden to step 
into George’s very large shoes in April at the APCM. To 
see what the role entails please click here https://
www.woburnparishchurch.co.uk/2024/01/13/
churchwardens-for-st-marys-woburn/ 
 
If you would like to discuss the role above, please con-
tact George g.atkinsonclark@gmail.com  
or Steve s.apted@sky.com 

  

Save the date!  

On Saturday 16th November 
2024 the Archbishop of    
Canterbury will be visiting St 
Albans Diocese.  We have 
been asked to host him in 
the afternoon.  
 

The focus for Archbishop Justin’s visit will be 
around prayer and this will launch our diocesan 
year of “Spirituality and Renewal for 2025”.                                                         
 
The plan is to hold an event in St Albans Cathe-
dral in the morning, and then repeat that event 
(with a few adjustments) in the afternoon at St 
Mary's.  The ‘event’ will involve some input from 
Archbishop Justin and then some workshops etc, 
as well as the need to serve refreshments (tea, 
coffee, etc).  A group is being formed at dio-
cese level to plan the event and ensure there is a 
team in place to deliver this.      . 
 
There are no more details at this stage. We have 
been promised physical help from the diocese to 
help run it but we will need to mobilise a team of 
volunteers.   
More to follow, but you may want to keep that 
weekend free... 

We hold a weekly gentle Pilates class in the 
crypt every Tuesday morning, starting prompt-
ly at 09.30 am  It lasts for an hour and is fol-
lowed by refreshments (included in the price) 
and a chance to share each other's good and 
bad times. The class is a fairly gentle one 
aimed at those who might struggle with more 
rigorous exercise.  The class costs £7 per ses-
sion and you only pay when you attend a 
class.  Mats are available for anyone who 
doesn't have their own.   Come along and join 
us. 

Pilates at Woburn  

  

Foodbank 

St Mary’s has had a long association 
with the Food Bank MK going back 
many years. Donations are needed 
now, perhaps more than ever. The 
need is there, and is continuing to 

grow, so please think about donating an item or 
two from your weekly shop. You can bring your 
donations to the service at St Mary’s Church, Wo-
burn for delivery on a regular basis. 
 
Items most needed change from time to time, and 
you can always check this on the MK Foodbank 
website, but currently they are asking for: Tinned 
Meat, Tinned Fish, Long Life Milk, Juice or Squash, 
Cooking Oil, Spreads – Jams, Peanut Butter, or 
Chocolate Spread, Tinned Pasta, Pasta Sauce, 
Tinned Fruit, Dried Rice – 500g, Tinned Veg, Dried 
Pasta, Tinned Soups, Savoury Snacks/Cereal Bars, 
Toiletries 
Many thanks to Andy Kirtland who has agreed to 
look after deliveries to the Foodbank now that 
Pauline and John have left. 
The Benefice also has a new food donation box in 
the porch of St John’s, Eversholt, where food can 
be dropped off at any time. Donations here will 
go to the Need Project, another food bank in Cen-
tral Beds that we are keen to support. 
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Eversholt 
17 Mar        4.00 pm   Songs of Praise 

Milton Bryan 
24 Mar         9.00 am   Songs of Praise 

Woburn 
17 Mar       10.30 am   Informal Communion 
24 Mar       10.30 am  Formal Communion 
28 Mar         7.30 pm  Communion 
29 Mar       10.30 am       Morning Worship 
29 Mar         2.00 pm  Hour at the Cross 
31 Mar        10.30 am      United Benefice Communion 
4 Apr           10.00 am      BCP Communion 
7 Apr           10.30 am  Informal Communion 
7 Apr           11.30 am  Woburn Church APCM 
7 Apr            6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

Upcoming Services and Events  Woburn Graveyard  

Anyone visiting Woburn graveyard nowadays 
will be struck by how neat and tidy it is.  
We have a silent gardener called Roland (ably 
assisted by Debbie). Roland is not a member of 
our church family, however his young son was 
buried here last year and Roland spends as 
much time as he can to be near him.  Being an 
enthusiastic gardener Roland wanted to make 
the place look as beautiful as possible and this 
has been achieved.  Long neglected graves, 
which would otherwise simply be weed killed, 
have been tidied. He is planting some wild 
flower seeds and intends to continue to main-
tain our graveyard for as long as possible. 
It’s well worth a visit and is a very beautiful 
place to quietly sit and meditate. 

Readings for Sunday 17th March 

The readings for this Sunday are 
shown below if you would like to fol-
low them even if you were not able to 
get to church—or you would like to re-
read them if you did. 
 

Readings: 
Jeremiah 31 verses 31 to 34 
Psalm 51 or Psalm 119 
Hebrews 5 verses 5 to 10 
John 12 verses 20 to 33 

Bishop’s Hidden Garden Preparation for Confirmation 

St Mary’s APCM 

St Mary’s Woburn APCM this year will be on   
Sunday 7th April 2024 at 11.30 am,  following the 
morning service.  Please save the date. 

Our next walk will be at Marston Forest Centre, 
Millenium Park, MK43 0PR on Saturday 16th 
March 2024 starting at 9.30 am.  If you’d like to 
join us, even without a dog, please email below 
and we can add you to our new WhatsApp 
group too!  
Christian & Paula Sawers (and Bailey) 
Email us: christian.sawers@gmail.com 

A message about the Bishop’s garden. 
Many thanks to those of you who put out infor-
mation regarding the spring opening of Bishop 
Alan’s garden.  We have raised over £2,000 for the 
Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust over the last 
two weekends. 
 
However, as the snowdrops have been out much 
earlier this year, and because of the very recent wet 
weather, Bishop Alan has decided not to open on 
the next two Sundays (which we had intended to 
do) as the snowdrops are now more or less finished 
for this year and the lawn needs time to recover. 
 
The garden will be open during the summer from 
early June to mid August and information on the 

exact dates will be released after Easter. 

Woburn Benefice Connect Groups 
Monthly Dog Walk 

  

We are delighted that six candi-
dates (a number of whom have 
been part of the St Mary’s youth 
work) are being prepared for 
confirmation by Rev Nigel Wash-
ington.  We are really grateful to 
Nigel for stepping in to do this 
while Rachel is off work.  The 

confirmation service will take place at St Albans 
Cathedral on Easter Saturday 30th March 2024 at 
8.00 pm. Further details and requirements will be 
provided in due course. 
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