Woburn Benefice Weekly News
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Week commencing 2nd August 2026

Open Church at St Mary’s Upcoming Services and Events
: Last Friday morn- Battlesden

- ing we opened St 9 Aug 9.00am Holy Communion
Mary’s for the first 30 Aug 10.00 am United Benefice Service
coffee and cake
session. Huge Eversholt

= thanks to Janice 2Aug 9.00 am Holy Communion

“'and Yvonne for 16Aug 5.00 pm Family Evensong

welcoming visitors.

Milton Bryan
The church will now be open regularly on 9Aug 11.00 am Songs of Praise
Friday mornings between 10.00 am and 12.00 23 Aug 9.00 am Holy Communion
noon so please come along a join us. All
proceeds will go to the wheelchair access Woburn

ramp project. 2 Aug 10.30 am Informal Communion
2 Aug 6.00 pm Choral Evensong
If you could help by donating a cake please 2 Au8 10.30 am Formal Communion
contact Fran at with Sunday School
. R 13 Aug 10.00 am BCP Communion
amln@woburnbeneﬁce.co.uk 16 Aug 10.30 am Informal Communion
23 Aug 10.30 am Formal Communion
with Sunday School
30 Aug NO SERVICE AT WOBURN

Michelle is called to the Bar

! Huge  congratulations to
& Michelle Cudjoe, who was
8% called to the Bar in Lincoln's
Inn last Thursday, 23" July, as
§ a Barrister in the courts of
: England and Wales. It is such a
pleasure to see the youth of
"4 our church progress with their
chosen profession.

ST MARY’S
WOBURN

Come and enjoy your
beautiful, peaceful parish
church

We thank God for seeing her
through her studies and for
this wonderful achievement,
and for the support and encouragement that she has
received from the church and the prayer ministry team.
Her success is our collective success. Now as she goes on
Tea & homemade cake on sale to apply for pupillage, she asked for our continued
All money raised is for our collective prayers in support of her efforts.
access ramp fund
A welcome for everyone Well done Michelle.

Park Street
Woburn
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A letter from Bishop Andrew

Dear Friends

Greetings from Wiltshire! Rebecca and | are still here, in our final preparations for removal to St Albans, deep in deci-
sions about books, bedding, and the many maddening items we must decide whether to keep or discard. Our Lord’s
instruction that ‘one’s life does not consist in the abundance of worldly possessions’ feels like an important remind-
er, as we cram them precariously into the vans that will shortly shuttle up the M4.

We are so ready to be with you, | might say. In these weeks since my Confirmation of Election as your new bishop, |
have been getting ready in various ways — one of which has been reading John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. | remem-
ber the story from a parish weekend in Knebworth fifty years ago, when we painted pictures and acted out scenes
from the tale — Vanity Fair, the Slough of Despond, and so on. Only recently did | learn how many of Bunyan’s loca-
tions were drawn, naturally enough, from the Bedfordshire landscape he knew by heart, around Elstow Abbey,
where he was Christened.

| love the idea of grounding our route to heaven in the places we know on earth, which fills our ordinary world with
potential for encounter with God. This was Jacob’s realisation in the desert, back into the mists of Old Testament
history, when he awakes from a dream to exclaim ‘God is in this place, and | knew it not’. Thereafter, not only does
he know God better, but he knows the place better, too: naming it ‘Bethel’ — the house of God, and the gate of heav-
en.

Wherever you are today while reading this, my prayer is that you will find the Lord God to be there too: calling you-—
like Christian, Bunyan'’s traveller — towards the heavenly city. We are greatly looking forward to joining you on that
journey and hope to see many of you in St Albans Cathedral in September, for my installation service. Until then,
please know | pray for you and hopefully we'll fit everything useful into the van, and leave the needless things
behind! God bless you.

Bishop Andrew

Woburn District Churches Together Holiday Club — The Tree of Life

M The Woburn District Churches Together Holiday Club was \
o PN | “ a wonderful start to the school holidays for 32 children, |
4 supported by lots of young leaders, who have attended |*

the club themselves in previous years. We learnt about |
% Jesus, The true Vine, The Fruits of the Spirit, The Parable /
of the Mustard Seed, and the Story of Zaccheaus. With
action songs, games, crafts, tree planting and outdoor
1 games a lot of fun was had by everyone, including the
adult helpers! Do pray for the children that the wonderful
message of God’s love for them will stay with them in the coming weeks and months.

Morning Break

Holiday Club
20th July - 24th July
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